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The composer infused her first orchestral composition with her naturalist view and humanistic
concepts. The first movement was intended to evoke an atmosphere of a hermit Shangri-La,
with an emphasis on the inevitable karma that has acted on the Chinese literati for thousands
of years: a paradox between a solitary soul longing for isolation in nature and an aspiration
for contributing to the world. In the final string melodic fabric of the first movement, the
literati image is to be sublimated. However, this sublimation is stuck in the sphere of artistic
consciousness; therefore, the artist's role is seen as abandoning oneself to nature, becoming

immersed in the landscape, and indulging in self-admiration.

Unlike the peaceful water in the image of the traditional Chinese landscape, the great work of
Chinese literature, “The Classic of Mountain and Seas”, portrays ancestors who possessed
the grandeur and torrential horizon of the ocean's power, as evidenced by the title. The real
heroism is never a narcissistic abandonment to nature but rather involves an awareness of the

notion that the only way to keep a drop of pure water is to let it flow to the sea.

To the contrary, in the second movement, after having seen the surging sea in which he/she
struggles and fights, the literati's inner pure idealism is truly awakened and sublimated in
disillusionment. This sublimation is therefore cultivated in the collapse of the Utopia of the
literati’s innermost heart with the regeneration of the new realistic world. The literati
gradually realize the profound meaning of the salvation. Literati are no longer abandoning
themselves to nature; instead, they come to understand that being a soldier and a hero
involves a quest for truth and the fight for the human rights. This is also the deep
understanding of the karma in which the composer herself will emulate as a contemporary

literatus.
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3 Flutes (1st doubling Piccolo
2nd doubling Piccolo
3rd doubling Piccolo and Alto Flute)
3 Oboes (3rd doubling CorAnglais )
3 Clarinets in Bb ( 1st doubling Clarinet in Eb
2nd doubling Clarinet in A
3rd doubling Bass CI )

2 Bassoons (2nd doubling Contra Bassoon )

4 Horns
3 Trumpets
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Percussion | timpani, cymbal, glockenspiel

Percussion |l water phone with bow, wood blocks (5), tubular bell, crotales,
suspended large cymbal, rainstick, metal wind chimes, marimba,
Chinese Gong, thunder sheet

Percussion Il glockenspiel, tubular bell, vibraphone with bow, thunder sheet

with super ball, sogo or kagan, cymbal, woodblocks, wind chimes,
bass drum, rainstick
Percussion IV vibraphone with bow, bass drum, cymbal, crotales, wood wind

chimes, glockenspiel, tubular bells

Celesta Harp

Violin I (8)
Violin Il (7)
Viola (6)

Cello (5)
Double Bass (4)



*Conduct Notes:

The first movement requires absolute continuous and this is why | tie everything in
the winds. To be able to achieve this absolute continuous effect is because of the
time of the breathing varies from individual to individual—players take breath at
different time so they can choose whenever they want to have a breath and thus
avoid breathing at the same time. No tongue even though the dynamic needs to
be switched to the louder from the softer. The dynamic marks are intentionally put
in the air of the clarinets section in the second movement (mm.112). The reason for
this is to achieve a subtle dynamic change in the clarinet section. Players are able
to listen to the balance and the nuance to make their own decision on where to

have a dynamic change.

(duration 15'30")



Score

In C
=80
Before dawn.

reely, unevenly, immethodical

play the notes below by any order freely, fast
and smoothly all through whole measure,
always attack softly.

Landscape

For Symphony Orchestra

|. Kongshan

* BE CONTINUOUS ALL THE TIME
BREATH AND TONGUE ONLY WHEN NEEDED

NO TONYUE WHEN DYNAMICS CHANGE FROM SOFTER TO LOUDER
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